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most Important, and Is, in fact, one of the leading ports of Brazil.
The second centre in the basin is Manaos on the Rio Negro, just
above the junction with the Amazon. This port enjoys a favour-
able position, not only because it is the natural outlet for the
Rio Negro basin, but also because it is situated about midway
between the outfalls of the Madeira and of the Purus. It stands
at the point where the maximum number of navigable highways
in Amazonia more or less converge. As the difference between
high water in the flood season and low water on the Rio Negro
amounts on an average to at least 40 feet, a large floating dock
has been constructed to provide facilities for the loading and
unloading of vessels. Far up the Amazon is the Peruvian port
of Iquitos which stands in a similar position to the rivers that
drain the Montana and the western lowlands as Manaos does in
relation to the river system lower down. The remaining centres
in the Amazon basin are either small ports built on high ground
along the axial stream, such as Santarem, Obidos, Itacoatiara
and Tabatinga; or are mere collecting and distributing settlements
up the tributary rivers in the outlying parts, such as Porto Velho
on the Madeira, Riberalta on the Mamore, S. Felipe on the
Juraa, S. Joaquim on the Rio Branco and Alcobaga on the
Tocantins. The total population of the region is exceedingly
small in proportion to the area. That of the whole Amazon
basin, according to the figures of the census of 1920, is apparently
little more than a million, of which nearly a third live in those
districts of the Para State which are near the mouths of the great
river system, another third in Amazonas Territory, and about a
quarter in the Amazonian areas of Peru, Ecuador and Colombia.
With variations in the climate, soil and drainage throughout
the lowlands and the Montana, there are corresponding changes
in the nature of the vegetation. On the north side of the basin,
in the lee of the Guiana Highlands where the dry season is marked,
there are extensive savannahs, and these are likewise found on
the broad belts of uplands to the south, forming part of the
Brazilian Plateau. Another grass-covered area occurs in the
eastern part of Marajo Island. Within the great forested area
one or another of the indigenous useful trees grows exclusively
in certain districts, or is more abundant and attains greater size
in some districts than in others. The Hevea, for example, though
very widely distributed, flourishes in particular on the terra firme
in the great arc 750 miles wide just east of the Andes, and
traversed by the upper rivers from the Mamore to the Jurua ;
the bakta tree is found growing in the upper part of the Negro-
Branco basin, but not elsewhere; the castilloa (Castillo, ulei] is
confined largely to the southern section of the basin, particularly